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All too often we associate
publicland with wildlife, but
private lands are vitally im-
portant to the conservation
of wildlife in the United
States. Private lands consti-
tute 73 percent of the land
ownership in the lower 48
states. In addition, 50 per-
cent (890 million acres) of
theland-basein the contigu-
ous United Statesismanaged
as cropland, pastureland,
and rangeland.

The successes in con-
servation and wildlife man-
agement we have been able to
achieve in this country are
anchored by key pieces of leg-
islation that have been passed
inthelast 100years. One such
critical piece of legislation is
the Farm Bill, which had its
beginning in the 1930s. Back
then, it was known as the Ag-
ricultural Adjustment Act.

This initial legislation
wasintended to help steer the
country out of the Great
Depression. It addressed
widespread domestic hunger,
falling crop prices for farmers,
and the catastrophic Dust
Bowl that resulted in massive
soil erosion. This act restricted
agricultural production by
paying farmers subsidies to

let natural vegetation grow,
and to remove excess
livestock. The purpose was to
reduce the surplus of
agricultural commodities and
therefore effectively raise the
value of crops. Periodically the
legislation is re-authorized,
oftenimproving conservation
policy, addressing commodity
payments such as disaster
assistance payments and crop
insurance, as well as
supplemental nutrition
assistance programs.

Therecent Farm Bill is
a compilation of many differ-
ent acts that have been passed
by the United States Congress
to enhance agricultural pro-
duetivity and conservation on
private lands. The Farm Bill
is not a single piece of legisla-
tion but a dynamic series of
acts implemented over the
past eight decades that in-
clude new programs or revise
existing ones. The Farm Bill
affects every citizen. Each
Farm Bill has a name and a
five-year shelf life before it
requires any reauthorization
by Congress.

From a sportsmen’s
perspective, the most effective
conservation provisions of the
Farm Bill are the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP), the
Wetland Reserve Easements
(WRE), and the Wildlife Habi-
tat Incentives Program
(WHIP). These provisions di-
rectly impact wildlife habitat
and the health of upland game
bird, waterfowl, and big game
populations.

The CRP has been the

securing upland bird habitat,
as well as native grass food
sources and cover for whitetail
deer, mule deer, and elk. The
WRE has restored over 1
million acres of bottomland
hardwoods and wetlands in
the Lower Mississippi River
Valley, which is aiding in
recovery of the federally
threatened Louisiana black
bear. The WHIP is a cost-
effective program that has
helped install a variety of fish
and wildlife improvement
projects on approximately 7
million acres under 40,000
different contracts.
Landowners enrolled
in these programs receive
incentives for land conserva-
tion practices. These include
native grass establishment,
wetland restoration, and
forest restoration or enhance-
ment. These programs gained
tractionin the 1980s, after the
prevailing farming practices
of the 1970s, when farmers
began to cultivate fencerow to
fencerow to maximize pro-
duction. These practices re-
moved what native habitat
was left for wildlife to survive,
which also had a detrimental
effect on soil quality.
TheBoone and Crockett
Club’s Conservation Policy
Committee, under the
leadership of Bob Model, has
left its mark on past Farm Bill
legislation. In 1996 the Club
played an active role in getting
WHIP included as part of the
Farm Bill. In 2005 it was active
inincluding provisionsin CRP
to conserve bottomland
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establishing the Healthy
Forests Reserve Program. In
2008 the Club was able to
include provisions for an
emergency forest restoration
program and endangered
species recovery.

The 2014 Farm Bill,
which also involved the Boone
and Crockett Club, consoli-
dated 23 existing conservation
programs into 13 programs,
while strengthening tools to
protect and conserve land,
water, and wildlife, as well as
reduce the federal deficit by
$23 billion. By streamlining
programs, the Farm Bill pro-
vides added flexibility and
ensures conservation pro-
grams are working for produc-
ers in the most effective and
efficient way possible.

Other important pri-
vate lands policies include the
USFWS’s Partners for Wildlife
Program, conservation ease-
ments through the federal tax
code, and environmental asset
mitigation programs such as
those for wetlands and
streams, as well as carbon,
water quality, and threatened
and endangered species.

Theodore Roosevelt,
said, “There can be no greater
issue than that of conserva-
tion in this country.” While
our country is facing some
mighty grave issues, I just
have to believe TR would be
proud of how America has
advanced the system of con-
servation he created to expand
beyond lands the government
owns to those of the private
landowner. »
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